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DEFINITION 
OF THE 


ENGINEERING 
METHOD 


By Billy Vaughn Koen 


In seeking a philosophical 
foundation for engineering, 
B.V. Koen, professor of me- 
chanical engineering at the 
University of Texas at Austin, 
leads the reader to a fresh un- 
derstanding of the engineer's 
method. Triggered by society’s 
need for change, comfortable 
with uncertainty, guided by 
rules of thumb, limited by 
available resources, the engi- 
neer works to create the best— 
the ‘‘optimum’’—as measured 
against the current state-of-the- 
art. 

This witty and provocative 
essay is intended both for engi- 
neers, who will appreciate the 
distinctions drawn between en- 
gineering and science, and for 
others, who may find the dis- 
tinctions clear for the first time. 


A Definition of the Engineering 
Method, 80+ pages, paperbound, 
$7, prepaid. ASEE Publications, 
Suite 200, 11 Dupont Circle, 
Washington, D.C. 20036. 
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